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NEXT MEETING will be held at the Royal Society Room, 

Tasmanian Museum on THURSDAY June 18th. at 7.45 p.m. 
SPEAKER: Mr. D. Lynch, Inland Fisheries Commission. 
SUBJECT: "Pollution"! 

FIVE MINUTE TALK: Miss. M.L. Westbrook. 

LAST OUTING: Was to Pawleena, led by Mr. L.E. Wall. 

NO ducks were seen on the dam, but there were a 
number of other birds about, and three of the 
Autumn orchids were found. 

NEXT OUTING: Leader: M.L. Westbrook 
Area: Risdon Brook Dam 
Meet: In Murray Street by St. David's 
Cathedral at 9*25 a.m. (If insufficient private 
transport 9.30 a.m. Bus will be caught). 

Date: Saturday, June 20th. 

Objects: to collect specimens of Eucalypts for 
identification, and to look for any endemic species of 
plants, and other things - birds, fungi, etc. 

MEMBERSHIP: A letter has been received from Mr. Masahiro 
••• Aoyanagi, Japan, who is a teacher of biology. He has 
recently visited Australia and is now writing an 
account of his trip for a magazine of plants and in¬ 
sects. He saw our Club's address in "Common City 
Birds", by Graeme Chapman, and has expressed a wish to 
become a member of our Club. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: If the is a cross here we have not yet 
received your membership dues for 1970, we are sure 
you have overlooked it, we suggest you get in touch 
with the treasurer without delay . 

JUNIOR NATURAL HISTORY PRIZE: any person under 16 (member 
or non-member may enter for this prize. It will be a 
project of their own choice, on some natural history 
subject. The Project should be handed in to the Sec¬ 
retary by Thursday October 15th. Prize will be a 
awarded on Thursday November 19th., which is the 
final meeting for the year. 
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D.D.T. 

It is interesting to compare an article written in 1949 
about DDT with present day knowledge of its longterm effects. 

These notes were gathered from the Science Jottings sec¬ 
tion of a school magazine of that year. 

"In 1874, a student in Strasburg artificially produced the 
compound D.D.T. He recorded the result of his researches in 
a short thesis for a degree, but he lived and died without 
once suspecting that he had discovered a most effective in¬ 
secticide. For over sixty years the thesis lay neglected on 
a shelf, but about 1939, Muller, a Swiss scientist, dis* 
covered by accident the amazing insecticidal properties of 
D.D.T. 

"Since that time its properties have been thouroughly 
tested, with results that were startling. Sprayed on the 
walls, it killed flies for three weeks - most valuble for 
hospitals etc. where flies are common and very dangerous. 
Powdered D.D.T. dusted on clothes renders them immune from 
lice for a month, even after several launderings, and a bed 
sprayed with it is fatal to bed-bugs for almost a year. Dur¬ 
ing and epidemic of typhus in Italy in 1944, the powder was 
blown down the sleeves and necks of dressed persons. Not one 
of the persons thus treated contracted the disease. During 
the war, our fighting men were dressed in underclothing im¬ 
pregnated with a solution of D.D.T. TO KEEP THEM FREE FROM 
typhus, trench fever, and lice. It is also useful to control 
mosquitoes and thus malaria. A wide range of pests, in the 
house, on the farm and in the garden are controlled, and 
even codlin moth and apple blossom weevil are said to retreat 
before the new weapon. But D.D.T. is without effect on 
snails, and, fortunately, it is perfectly harmless to earth¬ 
worms, fishes and bees." .. end quotes. 

There is no doubt that wonderful things have been done with 
D.D.T. - but after over 20 years of its use, we have learned 
more of its bad side effects. 

It goes to show that the discoveries of science are not 
static - what appear to be facts to one generation are prov¬ 
ed, by later generations to be superceded by quite different 
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"facts" - we cannot afford to accept things at their face 
value - hut must keep on with research and long term 
experiments. Here is a topical example of what can he 
unearthed hy serious research. 
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